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_eess to veny kind of mail in:!
" - the custody of the Posxal Serv-)

WASHI’\GTO‘I POST o i

U.So : ...li’{.’iﬁlll ) e

By George L'zrdnex Jr
) Washul.o'\ Post Staff Writec

" Postmaster General Benja-
min F. Bailar has issuzd or-
‘ders prohiviting "the Central
Intelligence Acency from ac-

ice.”

".Bailar notnfzed (,Ih\ Dxrector.
-Wﬂham E. Colby rzf the re-
strictions in a March 5 letter
prompted by the CIA's.disclo:;
sures earlier this year of unau-
thorized mail-inlercepts over a

~ 20-year period.

According to congressional
testimony by postal authori-:
ties and other information
that has since come to light,
the CIA obtaned approval to
conduct various “mail covers

- —which are limited to the rec-

ovding of information on out-
side wrappings and envelopes

- " —and then surreptitiously be-

gan opening selected mail
without the knowledge of

" postal ofticials.,

" ters between the

“Thousands of first-class let-
United’
States and the Soviet Union

" and hundreds of incoming air-

- intercepted by CIA agents be-

. Zence Agency personnel aref

mail letters from China were‘

fore the CIA [inally halied the;

‘projects in February, 19"3!

The ' practice, however, re-i
mained a closely held secrct,
until Colby alluded to it in

‘congressional testimony - in’ qucstxon

January and February.
_‘Bailar, who became Post-,

-master General in rmid-Febru-:

.ary, said in his.letter to Colby !
that the disclosures had given,
him “mast serioucs concern.”

“Consequently,” Bailar |
.wrole, I have instructed thé
Posalt Inspection Service to
make sure that Central Intelli-

not permitted to have access

to any kind of mail in the cus-|

tedy of the Postal Service,
whnether by way-of cooperative

.cials might be willinz to con-

".the CLA.

e

Iuons are presently active or

mail covers or otherwise.’

Normally, “mail covers” are] -
conducted by postal officials| .

who handlc the. mail them-| .
sélves and then surmlv there-|.-.
quesied  information. sucn as{

the names and addresses of

_the senders, to the law - en-| .
forcement agencies vequestingi .
l it. Ho“evcr CIA agents them-
. selves were permitted to proc-|

ess the Soviet and . Chinese
xail.

Bailar's ordnrs \nere evi-
dently desicred 'to orevent

thouzh presurcably postal offl-
duct mail covers on behalf of

Postal officials I'E’Ieu:Ed the
coucspondcnce including Col-

by's March 13 xeph without
cormmment.

' Cub(m Says Custro ™.
o z\l.wn-l"ra Target -

‘"eu‘e-

- LONDON, .\Iav "0—--\n‘ -
attempt was made on the ’
life of Cub:m leacter Fidel -

- Castro durinz the admin-

: S
that from happening azain, al-| | Wiration prof !

" mier Carlo; ‘Rafael Redri-
- guez said n\xe today.

Ro..r1=uez _was asked

. about p"eas reports  of

In his reply, Colsy said hel -

shared the Postmaster Gener-
al’'s concern over protecting
the integrity of the mail and

said the CIA kad “no inten-}
tion of reinstituting” its mall .

o,: cning program.. -
_ Bailar had asked for Colby’s
arsurarnrce that *‘no such opera-

planned, aad that in the fu-y

'mmi:zranon of course but :

-CIA activity in Cuba. e
“There have been more:

than 39 attempts on tha - .-

lifs of Fldel Castro,” he . . -

raspon"ed ‘f
Asked if! an attempt was '

made du.mf' the Nixon -

admmmmnon. ‘he said:

“Yes—less {han five years

af'o—mlrm"' the Nixon ad.

" also under Johntnn

Rodn"uez did not elabd-

) zate .

ture the Central Intellx”encel '

' Agency will refrain from 'my,
undertaking that might- draw!
the mtc“'lt) of the mzub mto
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Richard -
Nixomn. Cubau Dcputy Pre- -




